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Withdrawal from Iran deal
draws ire from Vt. delegation

By ErLzapetda HEWITT
VTDigger

WASHINGTON — Vermont's del-
egation sharply criticized
President Donald Trump's
decision Tuesday to with-
draw from an agreement bro-
kered by the Obama adminis-
tration to halt Iran’s nuclear
program.

The president has been a
consistent critic of the deal
for years, and it was a fre-
guent punching bag at his
campaign rallies during the
2018 campaign. However,
since taking office, he has so
far upheld the deal.

That changed Tuesday. Ina
televised address, Trump for-
malized his decision to with-
draw, saying that the deal is
ineffective.

“If 1 allowed this deal to
stand, there would soon be a
nuclear armsrace in the Mid-
dle Hast,” the president said.

He bashed the agreement,
a signature foreign policy
achievement of the Obama
administration, as failing to
meet its objectives.

“It didn’t bring calm, it
didn’t bring peace, and it nev-
er wili,” he said.

Trump announced Tues-
day that his administration
would begin instituting “the
highest level” of economic
sanctions, suggesting that
any cther country that does
business with Iran would be
subject to sanctions as well.

“America will not be held
hostage to nuclear black-
mail,” Trump said.

Al three members of

Vermont’s delegation were
sharply critical of Trump’s
decision.

Administration  officials
contacted senior members of
Congress in the hours before
the president’s announce-
ment to alert them to the de-
cision.

One official attempied to
contact Sen. Patrick Leahy,
D-Vi, early Tuesday after-
noon.

As lLeshy left the room
where Senate Democrats cau-
cus every week, he comment-
ed he would retuan the phone
call later in the afternoon,
after a connmitiee hearing —
though by that time news re-
ports suggested Trump had
made up his mind.

Leahy, speaking sofily,
said he believes the country
should keep its word, “not
break it a year or two later.”

In a statement, Leahy lai-
er called Trump’s decision
a “monumental mistake”
and charged the president
is “fulfilling a dangerous
campaign promise that puais
politics over the securily of
the American people and our
closest allies.”

Sen. Bernie Sanders, VL,
responded to the president’s
amnouncement in a polished
seven-minute video address
broadcast live on his Face-
book page.

Standing at a podivm with
an image of the Capitol donte
visible through a curtain be-
hind him, Sanders argued
withdrawing from the agree-
ment will be damaging to
relations in the Middle East,

and will undermine future
diplomatic endeavors, such
as the Trump administra-
tion’s attermpt to negotiate
with North Korea.

“Why would any couniry in
the world sign such an agree-
ment with the United States
and make the necessary con-
cessions if they thought that
a reckless president might

simply discard that agree-

ment a few years Ilater?”
Sanders said.

The war in Iraq, Sanders
said, was the result of years
of policy decisions over the
vears before the 2003 inva-
sion, and, he asserted, the
situation with Iran is in part
aresult of that conflict.

“Tt is folly to imagine that
having unieashed these prob-
lems through the misuse of
military force that we can
solve them in the same way,”
he said.

Rep. Peter Welch, D-Vi,
who as a Democratic whip
helped gather support for the
measure to pass in the House,
praised the “carefully-negoti-
ated” deal as imposing strin-
gent requirements on Iran.

“By carelessly casting it
aside, President Trump has
manufactured an interna-
tional erisis that risks an
armed conflict with a nuclear
Iran,” Welch said. “In doing
80, he thumbed his nose at
the grave warnings of our al-
lies and ignored assurances
by senior military officials
and independent inspectors
that Tran is, in faet, in com-
pliance with the terms of the
agreement.”
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MONTPELIER
analysis of Gov. Phil Scott’s education i
nance planargues that it’s baséd on du
bious assumptions and pointed oiit
jor technical errors” in the adminis
tion’s long-term projections. - .-

The Department of Taxes corrected
some of those technical errors Tuesday
afternoon in response to the Joint Fiscal
Office’s critique.

The analysis is likely to weaken the
governor's negotiating position with a
Democratic majority that was already
skeptical of the proposal.

The governor has insisted that law-
malkers use $58 million in one-time mon-
ey to avoid an education property taxrate
increase in the coming fiscal year. His
plan purports to recoup that money and
millions more by implementing a pack-
age of policy changes over five years.

“I think there’s some big problems
here,” said Rep. David Sharpe, D-Bristol,
after listening to the analysis in the
House Committee on Ways and Means.

Some of the problems pointed out by
the Joint Fiscal Office were technical: The
analysis argued that the Scott admini-
stration double-counted special educa-
tion savings, overestimated savings from
astatewide school employee health plan,
and did not fill reserves.

Other questions relate to the certainty
of the projected savings.

“Savings are critical to this proposal,
but are built on assumptions with little to
make them likely or achievable,” fiscal
analysts wrote, :

The Joint Fiscal Office argues, for ex-
ample, that the Scott administration is
banking on savings from staff reductions
without a mechanism to make the reduc-
tions happen.

The Scott administration argues that
staff reductions will happen naturally
through Act 46 district mergers and as
staff members retire or resign. The Scott
plan would create a task force to encour-
age a preater student-to-staff ratio
across the state. There would also be a
greater tax penalty for school districts
that spend more per student than the

--A new non-partisan -
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sented an analysis of Gov. Phil Scott’s education

finance plan at the House Committee on Ways and Means on Tuesday. PHOTOS BY APRIL MCCULLUM/FREE PRESS

state average.

The Joint Fiscal Office also questioned
other parts of the proposal:

I The Scott administration is project-
ing that education spending will grow by
about 2.2 percent. The JFO believes the
number is closer to 2.7 percent.

¥ The JFO questions the projected
savings from a statewide school employ-
ee health insurance plan.

In an interview Tuesday, Scott ad-
ministration officials stood by their sav-
ings projections and characterized the
the Joint Fiscal Office analysis as “faulty.”

“They’re taking the tack that anything
they can’t positively, absolutely verify
won’t happen,” said Adam Greshin, com-
missioner of finance and management.

The Scott administration argues that
Democratic leaders have been unwilling
to discuss avoiding a tax increase.

“At the end of the day, if the Legisla-
ture want to quibble with how much
money we have over the next five years to
reinvest in a quality education and to
lower rates, we're happy to have that dis-
cussion,” said Jason. Gibbs, the gover-
nor’s chief of staff. “But first, they have to
agree that they share our goal of avoiding
a $58 million property tax increase this
year and setting the education finance
system on a stable, level trajectory.”

Scott’s tax commissioner, Kaj Sam-
som, is expected to testify Wednesday at
the House Committee on Ways and
Means to clarify the administration’s cal-
culations.

Contact April McCullum at 802-660-
1863  or  amccullum@freepressme-
dia.com. Follow her on Twitter ot
@April_McCullum.

Gov. Phil Scatt Gov. Phil Scott speaks to
reporters at the Statehouse in
Montpelier on March 13.
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By PETER HIRSCHFELD
VERMONT PUBLIC RADIO

It's been more than three
ears since then-Gov. Peter
Shumlin abandoned his
pledge to create a universal
realth care system in Ver-
nont, but advocates are work-
ng this session 1o reignite the
ke mbers of the single-paver
lame.

On a Tuesday evening
n late January. around 50
‘ermonters showed up for a
sublic hearing on the floor
of the Vermont House of
Representaives.

T'he topic was Senate Bill

53 — an act relating w uni-
versal coverage for primary
Care services.

Each person was allotted
three minutes 1o say their
piece: it was not the first iime
Milkard Cox had done this.

“So here we are again.” Cox
told the Honse and Senate
health care committees. 1
don’t know how many times
I've heen here. But we come
back every vear. asking for
a different, more humane.
more rational health care
system.”

Like most of the people
in the room that might, Cox

supports a universal, publich
funded health care system for
Vermont — something akin
1o the single-paver framework
used in most other developed
coumtries.

Even proponents of single-
paver sav that likelv isn't hap-
pening anvtime soon in Ver-
mont, but a number ol key
lawmakers have thrown their
weight behind what could be
called “single-paver light.”

S.53 is a bill that would
commit the state down a
path toward universal pri-
mary care. Cox told lawmak-
ers in January to seize the

OPPOTTUNIY to pass it

“And take us  a system in
which health care is considered
a universal human right and a
public good.” Cox sad.

According 1o a 2015 study
by the state, universal pri-
mary care would cost about
S200 million a vear, assuming
providers are paid at the rates
they get now.

8.533 directs the state o
develop a program framework.
come up with a tax to fund it
ane to institute universal pri-
mary care beginning in 2019,

Dr. Deb Richter, a practic-
ing physician and leader of

ingle-payer movement focuses on primary care

the single-paver movement,
said the bill would allow every
person in Vermont to see a
priumary care doctor of their
choosing. free of charge. She
said it's a good place o start.

“Because primary care is
really where vou go to find
out whether something is
serious or not. ... And cer-
tainly. I have had patients
who have actually died as
a result of avoiding care.”
Richter said.

Richter said even insured
Vermonters avoid care
because thev can’t afford
their co-pays and deductibles.

T'hat's the case for Patricia
Reid. who urged lawmaker
o pass universal primary care]
at the public hearing back i
January.

“Although [ conrenth carry
private health inswance, 1 de
not access care when I need|
it due to financial barriers.”
Reid said. "It does not have
1o be this wav. With umiversal
publicly financed primany
care, we would reduce the
need for expensive hospid
talizations and emergency
room visits by preventing dis{
ease and treating condinony
earlier.”
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|Vt. OKSs new consumer protections

By DAVID JORDAN

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
MONTPELIER — Ver-
mont lawmakers Tuesday
elebrated the passage of a
all that Lusits corporations
ued employers lrom lore-
ng arbifration agrecments
n consuers and workers,

The bill that veceved
inal approval Tuesday
targets contract terms that
awmakers say place an
ualair burden on those
ceking legal remedies.
il apponents say the bl
oudd place an undue -
len on certam businesses.

Backers ol the bill held

2 news conderence shortly
ater the final approval ol
the bill.
"The live common
terms that we've defined
15 unconscionable o this
wll are already largely con-
idered unenlorceable by
oures. vel they connntie o
appear in contraces.” said
ep. Selene Colburn.a Pro-
sressive from Burhingron.
Colburn added thar these
lerns olten have the eflecs
ol silencing consumers and
vorkers,

SKi resorts and other rec-
eaton groups expressed
oncern with the language
o the bill. saving that if
suests conld not sign an
iforceable release 1the

tesorts would be exposed
Lo addinonal inancial risk.

“Cost of doing business
would morease. which will
lrive recreational busi-
resses and events out of
‘ermont or ot of business
sntrely.” wrote Vermont

Ski Association Presudent
Modly Maluar u a letter 10
the House Judiciary Com-
mittee last month.
Democratic Sen. Jeanene
White pomted 10 arbit-
Lo agreements i one
emplovment clause tha
required any sexual harass-
ment o be reparted within
six hours of the wcaden.
I'he objectionable terms
the bll argers includes
requinng that disputes be

adjudicated out of state,
limiting the statute ol
limitations, prohibiting
an individual’s right o seek
remedies or puninve dam-
ages provided by the coury;
and requunng an imdividual
1o pay fees to hile a claim.
[he lawmakers high-
highted Vermont's rural
population while explain-
ing the billl saving thai
many constmers do not
have mulnple oprions

when sigming up lor cell-
phone o interer service.

The bill wcluded a vel-
erence Lo an exisiing Ver-
IO statiie That savs par-
ticipants assume the risk
ol a phvsical acuviy. The
sponsors said this move
carved ol an exemption
for recteanon groups.

Republican Gov. Phal
Scott has not indicared
whether he will stgn 1the
Bl




* Planned Parenthood Stes

Title X Serves7,800 Pqtienisﬂfin Uy in Vermont

Colchcstcr; VT _ On: \‘X/:edh‘cﬂ;ly,' “‘th!r‘;:é; I
Planned Parenthood affiliates filed:a lawsuic
. in federal district court in:Washington, D.C..

against the Trump-Pence administration to
fight for the four million people who depend

on Title X, the nation’s only program for.

affordable birth control and reproductive
health care. :

Title X, in place since 1970, is meant tw
ensure that every person -— regardless of
where they live, how much money they make,
what their background is, or whether or not
they have health insurance — has access to
basic, preventive reproductive health care,
such as birth control, cancer screenings, STI
testing and treatment, and regular check-
ups. Many of the people who rely on it may
not even know it exists, but without it they
wouldn’t be able to access this essential care.

Changes to the Title X program would be
one of the most large-scale and dangerous
attacks on women's rights and reproductive
health in this country. Nationally, Planned
Parenthood health centers serve 41 percent
of the patients who get care through Title

X — yet_the ‘Trump:Pence administration’s

 efforts are’ designed- to block those patients
from-coming to Planned Parenthood health :

centers. This would mean many are left with
nowhere ‘else to - turn, The administrations
also wants to . “gag” any Title X provider,

including hospitals, from sharing informa- .

tion’ about or even mentioning the word
abortion. )

In Vermont, Title X makes a significant
difference in health outcomes, serving 7,800
women annually. Without Tidle X-funded
family planning services in Vermont, unin-,
tended adolescent pregnancies would be
139% higher, and unintended pregnancy and
abortion would be 127% higher*. (*Source:
Gutemacher Institute), .

Statement by Meagan Gallagher, CEO
and President of Planned Parenthood of
Northern New England: “Today, the U.S,
is at a 30-ycar low for unintended preg-
nancies and an all-time low for pregnancies
among teenagers. That is due in large part
to increased access to highly effective con-
traceptive methods and sex education. We

'E‘frump -Pence Admamsﬁratmn

cannot risk undoing that progress. Taking
away access to the full range of birth control
options is a significant and dangerous shift in
Title X policy, We are going to fight for our
patients’ health and rights to control their
own bodies and futute, and to get the care
they need.” :

. Since” taking office, President Donald

Trump and Vice President Mike Pence have
pushed policies to take away basic rights and
health care. They have:

+ Issued a rule to allow employers to deny
birth control coverage to their employees;

- Ended protections for sexual assault sur-
vivors on campus;

- Tried to eliminate the Teen Pregnancy
Prevention Program;

- Tried repeatedly to block women from
getting care at Planned Parenthood.

In February, the Trump-Pence adminisera-
tion began trying to completely remake the
Title X program through a call for funding
applications, changing the program so that
it no longer focuses on ecither birch con-

trol or reproductive health care and instead
pushes patients toward abstinence and tries
to keep patiesits from coming o Planned
Parenthood. Not only is this illegal, but it
could have devastating consequences and
threaten health care for millions.

The suit was filed by Planned Parenthood
of Wisconsin, Planned Parenthood of Greater
Ohio, and Planned Parenthood Association of
Utah in federal district court in Washington,
D.C., and alleges that the dramatic chang-
es HHS is making to the Title X program
through its funding announcement ate ille-
gal because they are contrary to the Title X
statute and regulations, which make clear
that Title X is meant to provide comprehen-
sive, evidence-based contraception and repro-
ductive health services. The plaintiffs are
asking the court to block the illegal funding
announcement and continue Title X patients’
current access to care. The plaintiffs are rep-
resented by attorneys from WilmerHale and
Planined Parenthood Federation of America,

g




VA Vermonters t
in more, than three tons
of unused, unwanted

and expired medication

at nearly. 70 collection
sites across the state on
National Prescription Drug
Take: Back Day this past
Saturday, April 28.

‘The 6,008 pounds of col-

lected. prescription medi-
cation marked the highest
total in Vermont for the
six Take Back Days since
fall 2015.

“As we continue to
combat our opioid epi-
demic through preven-
tion, treatment, recovery
and enforcement initia-

tives, . removing,.unused .
- opioid medidhtions from %
inered- ¢
ibly important and a Rey#

distribution ™s

prevention strategy said
Governor Phil Scott. “I
want to thank Vermonters
for their continued help
in getting Vermont's most
dangerous leftovers off
the street, as well as the
Vermont Departments of
Health and Public Safety,
and local law enforcement
for their work to collect
and safely dispose of these
unused medications.”

Take Back Day is orga-
nized in partnership with
the Health Department,
local and state law
enforcement and the
US. Drug Enforcement
Administration to help
ensure prescription drugs
that people are no lon-

TONTPELIER, Vt - N
\ turned =

ger using don’t wind up
being ‘misused. As part,
of Saturday's event, com-

munities across the state
played host to collection
sites where people could
safely and anonymously
drop off unused medi-
cations. Local and state
police, and county sheriff

~departments staffed the

locations. ,

Studies show that 42 to
71 percent of prescribed
opioids go unused. The DEA
estimates that about 10
percent of the medication
collected on Prescription
Drug Take Back Day are
opioids.

"The start of drug mis-
use is often a matter of
opportunﬁ%r," said Health
Commissioner Mark
Levine, MD. "We know that
people who abuse prescrip-
tion painkillers can read-
ily get them from friends
or family - often straight
out of the medicine cabi-

"net,” Dr. Levine explained.

“The fact that literally tons
of drugs were collected
makes it clear that Take
Back Days and our perma-
nent drop-off sites around
the state make a difference
in keeping drugs out of
the wrong hands, and are
disposed of in a way that
won't pollute our water-
ways or injure wildlife”
“Vermonters stepped
up on Take Back Day’
Department of Public
Safety Commissioner
Thomas D. Anderson said.

huge success

“Thanks to their efforts,

and the work of health and
law enforcement profes-
sionals, ‘a record - amount
of dangerous leftover pre-
scription drugs, including
opioid painkillers, were
removed from people’s
medicine cabinets”

Here's a look ‘at how
much medication was
turned in during the previ-
ous six Prescription Drug
Take Back Days:
+*April 2018: 6,008 pounds.

*October 2017: 6,007.1
pounds.
*April  2017: 5,552.9
pounds.
*October 2016: 3,934.4
pounds.
*April  2016: 5,094.4
pounds.
=September 2015: 5,800.4
pounds.

The collected medica-
tion is securely transport-
ed out of state and inciner-
ated.

Don't worry if you
missed Take Back Day
— Vermonters have
other options. The Health
Department coordinates
a system of permanent
prescription drug disposal
sites, such as at pharma-
cies and police stations
where disposal boxes or
kiosks are in areas open to
the community. To find a
permanent drug disposal
site near you, visit health-
vermont.gov/drugtake-

_back or dial 2-1-1,
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Jack Sawyer, left, talks with defense attorneys Marshall Pahl
and Kelly Green on April 25 in Rutiand criminal court.

By PATRICK MCARDLE
STAFF WRITER

A bill wiitten in response
1o an alleged plot w com-
nut i se hool shooring at Fan
Haven Union High School
has been approved by botls
houses of the Legislature
and will be sent 10 the gov-

ernor for lis signature.
Ihe domestie terrorism

Il will make e a crne 1o
take “substantial steps” 1w
“threaten any civilian pop-
ulation with mass destnie-
ttonn, mass kallings or kid-
nappings.” fack Sawver, 18,
ol Poultney, was atrested in
Februars for allegedly plan-
ming a school shooting in
which police said he hoped
1o catse “riass casualties.”

Lhe bill passed the House
and the Semate on Monday.
If it becomes law. a person
consvicted ol the charge
cauld be sentenced 1o up
1o 20 vears int jaal.

Attempis to veach John
Bloomer, secretary of the
Seriate, 1o lind om when the

See Law. Page A10

Law

Continued from Page A1

bill would be sent o Gov. Phil
Scott for his signature were
unsuccessful. A call to Seott’s
office was not returned on
Tuesday.

T'he need for new legisla-
ion was raised after Sawver
was arrested and charged with
lour felonies — three counts

f avempted murder and
hurempred aggravated assault
Police seized a jourmal kept
by Sawver which allegedlv
Hescribed his plans w kill st
Hents at Fair Haven, where he
had once been a smident. and
he school resource officer.
he only person standing in
khe way.

Judge Thomas Zonay
nrdered Sawver held without
bail, but a three-member
panel of Vermont Supreme

FLE PHC1C

The Vermont Legislature finalized a domestic terrorism law
this week. Now it goes to Gov. Phil Scott for a signature.

Court overturned that deci-
sion, finding that Sawver had
not taken any action 1o coni-
mit an act of violence.

The felony charges were
also dismissed by Rutland
County Sate’s Attomey Rose
Rennedy. leaving Sawyer fac-
ing only two misdemeanor
charges, criminal threatening

and carrying a weapon with
the intent of hanming another
[he misdemeanor charges
were idlded later.

Sawver has since heen
released from jail on $10.000
bail.

Rep. Maxine Grad, D-More-
town. chairwoman of the
House Judiciary Commitee,

said the new law, if signed hy
Scotr. would be another waol
prosecutors could use if faced
with a similar incident

“We recognize we live in a
very challenging world these
days and this bill recognizes
that there are events that can
PUL A commuunity in terror —
really tervorize a conumuniry.”
Grad saidl

The Legislature s initial
response to the Sawver inci-
dent was divided. The Senate

Judiciary Commitee worked

on the domestc terrorism hill
while their counterparts in
the House looked at updar-
ing the siate statutes regarding
All(’mpung 1O ComniLd crime,
or what was often called.
“attempt” laws.

Sen. Dick Sears, D-Ben-
nimgton, chairman of the
Senate Judiciary Commitiee,
saidl there was language in a
separate bill that would direct

the Vermont Sentencing

Commission to look at the
atiempt laws.

Sears said legiskutors wanted
to create a law quickly and
changing the attempt laws
was expected to ke longer
than the tme that remamned
in the legishiive session o do
so effecuvely.

Fair Haven students and
faculty visited Montpelier last
month to share their concerns
about Sawver being released
from prison.

“When they alked about
feehing like sining duck. that
reallv hit home tor me,” Sears

Grad also had a chance w0
talk to the sudents and reach-
ers. She said legislators want
to hear from Vermonters like
them who had been “deeph
touched” by an inadent.

“1 was glad to be able 10
hear from them, especially
the students,” she said. “Thev

were very courageous and

VeIV Courageous o come or
what was supposed 10 be their
vacation when thev should be
having fun.”

Sears said the smdents and|
teacher brought a very sober
ing message.

“They talked about need;
ing a change in the attempy|
law, bur what they were really
talking about was having fely
terrorized by Jack Sawver
and his behavior.” Sears said
“They were disappointed. Feld
like the (Vermont) Supreme
Coun, the justice system and|
the Legislature had let them|
down.”

The domestic terrorism bill]
if it becomes law. could help
restore that trust. Sears said
state senators and represen:
atives had created a bill thay
inchided some of the strond
gest part ol both proposals.

“I'm verv happy and I'n
looking forward to the gover;
nor signing it,” he said.




For noncitizen immigrants, marijuana

legalization does not apply
BY KYMELYA SARI

he law is not equal for everyone
when it comes to marijuana
possession. That’s -the mes-
@l sage immigration lawyer Erin
Jacobsen is sharing with Vermonters
before adult possession and consump-
tion of recreational marijuana becomes
legal on July 1.

“Because marijuanais still
a controlled substance,
and immigration is
governed by federal
law, it doesn’t really
matter what the
states are doing
about marijuana,”
said Jacobsen, as-
sistant professor
and  supervising
attorney at Vermont
“Law School’s South
Royalton Legal Clinic.

Using, possessing and
selling marijuana or being
involved in the marijuana industry
could have negative immigration conse-
quences for non-U.S. citizens, Jacobsen
said. They risk not being readmitted into
the country, having their green card or
citizenship application rejected, losing
a U.S. visa, or deportation. “It’s really
crucial that people understand what’s at
stake for noncitizens,” said Jacobsen.

s

iy,

As a panelist at the student-organized
Know Your Rights March workshop in
Burlington for youth of color, Jacobsen
spoke about the citizenship process in
general. She also distributed flyers that
explain how marijuana-related convic-
tions could affect one’s immigration
status. Her No. 1 advice for noncitizens

is: Don’t use marijuana or work in a
place that sells marijuana until youre a
U.S. citizen.

The attorney is among those from the
legal, social services and advocacy com-
munities who are concerned about the
ramifications that the new marijuanalaw

may have on noncitizens and new
immigrants. In 2015, there
were 28,247 immigrants
in Vermont, compris-
ing 4.5 percent of the
state’s population,
according to the
Washington D.C.-
based American
Immigration
Council. Of that
number, about 55
ok 2 percent were natu-
i Erin Jacobsen ralized citizens.
i Jacobsen’s warning
came after U.S. Attorney
General Jeff Sessions in
January rescinded an Obama-era
policy of noninterference. The change
allows federal prosecutors to decide on
a case-by-case basis how to re-
spond to marijuana enforce-
ment in states where it’s
legal. But two months
later, national media-
outlets quoted
Sessions as saying,
“Federal prosecu-
tors haven’t been
working small mari-
juana cases before,
[and] they are not
going to be working
them now.”

U.S. District Attorney for )
Vermont Christina Nolan said
in an interview with Vermont Public
Radio in April that her office has “a lot
of leeway to determine how to deploy
our limited resources in a way that
makes sense in our state” One of her
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priorities is tackling the opioid crisis
and related violence. Jay Diaz, staff at-
torney for the American Civil Liberties
Union of Vermont, wrote in an email
that he hopes Nolan’s “willingness to
respect and reflect Vermonters’ fierce
independence and clear priorities” will
hold.

Jacobsen, however, maintains that
the situation is still worrisome. The U.S.
Department of Justice and the White
House, she said, have consistently ex-
pressed “extreme views about crime
and punishment,” and they are “actively
implementing harsh law enforcement
policies”

One doesn’t have to be convicted
of a marijuana-related charge in order
to face immigration consequences, ac-
cording to Jacobsen. Federal border
patrol agents can operate immigration
checkpoints within 100 miles of any U.S.
border; almost all of Vermont lies within
that range.

“They could stop you and ask you
anything and do asearch,” said Jacobsen.

“If they find anything, or you say
something that indicates to
them that you’re using
or trafficking drugs,
you're in trouble”
Even having
a marijuana
sticker on one’s
car or a photo-
graph in a cell-
phone  could
be grounds for
inadmissibility,
she continued.
Jacobsen is also
concerned that the
population most vulner-
able to “the disproportion-
ate consequences,” she said, are the
ones most likely to be on the receiving
end of increased police attention. The
immigrant students she met at the

-
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‘information session in March told: her

. that they face greater law enforcement
. scrutmy because they!re black.

“Though' underage " -

marijjuana will still be Illega] under ;he )

new law, Franc

&+
Many”of the parents who sxgned‘up
for Parent:. Un

e
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¢y of Natural Besbu‘mé\s'h :

response to.the- recent
discovery of the Emerald
Ash ‘Borer (EAB) with-
in the state, Vermont

has joined the United -

States' Department of
Agriculture “(USDA)'s
31-state. ~.quarantine
boundary. The. quaran-
tine will help reduce the
movement of infested
ash wood to un-infest-
ed regions outside of
Vermont's borders.
Ash wood may not be
moved from Vermont to
Maine, Rhode Island, or

seven counties in New .

Hampshire becausé the
pést has not been ‘iden-

tified in " these “states
and ¢ounties: Vermont.

Will be directing avail-

t announces q ne of Invas
s;’e?’chusés‘fO‘ﬁ‘i~fs,10ﬁWi,h'g-t‘he;ssp’r;ead to

Respon

Courtesy 6f Vérmont Agen-

‘able r‘esourcéys to protect
‘state " forest health by

. .- " providing Vermonters
JTONTPELIER' - As
LV L. part of the ongoing

with low-risk options for
use and disposal of wood
that is already infested.
“The areas ‘where:
EAB has already been

“found in Vermont pose

the greatest risk to the
health of our forests,”
says Vermont Forests,
Parks and Recreation
Commissioner Michael
Snyder. “Based on sci-
ence and our learning
from strategies used
in other states, we are
choosing to focus on out-
reach and education In a
collaborative approach

‘to ‘seriously limit fur-

ther spread of the insect
within Vermont”

Vermont is develop-
ing a series of slow-the-
spread recommenda-
tions, initialty including
recommendations for
handling logs, firewood,
and other ash materi-
als. Examples of these
first recommendations
include:

Limiting movement of
ash material to locations
within the infested area,

Transporting logs
during EAB's dormant
period, |

Chipping  infested
materials so EAB cannot

_‘H“—I"” o - ’

survive, :

As a‘firsyt‘ step in co'm-.

municating the rec-
ommendations, the
Vermont Department
of Forests, Parks -and
Recreation is contact-

s

ing people who work-in-

Vermont's' forest econ-
omy to provide infor-

mation about where
ash trees are likely to
be infested, and how to
best handie and trans-
port material from those
areas. '
The State of Vermont
already has a firewood
quarantine in place to
help prevent the intro-
duction of damaging
forest pests by prohibit-

[ing. untreated firewood
‘from entering the state.
This: firewood quaran- -

tine remains in effect,
In 16 years since
first being detected in
Michigan, EAB has been
discovered in 31 addi-
tional states. To learn
more about these rec-
ommendations, to see a
map indicating where
EAB is known to occur in

sarantine of Invasive Emerald Ash Borer -
protect forest health

- Vermont, and to report

suspected .invasive spe-
cies like EAB, visit vtin-~
vasives.org. Vermonters
are also encouraged to
familiarize themselves
with the signs and
symptoms of EAB and
keep an eye out for the
beetle. Report suspicious
findings on vtinvasives.

org.
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Ontario, Exie, Hiron; Mi
perior despite being dwarfed by each and,
located ifi a'different region of the coun-

perceht;"fro

( million a° N ihy e

o g help scientists esignation: in 1998,

studi the lake. ! ! ke *Champlain‘officidl

_that could more than$double i The Lake Champlain program earned designation as one of the GreatLakesina
: 2 i to 1 el ¢
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uare miles, o
A Pagel headline in:the Detroit News
and Free Press read, “Great Lakes get.a
little brother; now there. are, 6. -Pond in
Vermont.wins_ status “battle” Former
Ohio,U.S, Rep. Steve LaTourette mocked:
“If Lake Champlain ends up as a Great
Lake, I propose. we rename it ‘Lake Plain
Sham.” E

The listing lasted slightly less than
two months. While Lake Champlain is no
longer considered one of the Great Lakes,
the research designation that came with
the listing remained. And Leahy takes
the credit for that,

" “He took the heat for that, but it al-
lowed us to establish the Lake Champlain
Sea Grant program here,” said University
of Vermont Professor Breck Bowden,
who heads the Lake Champlain program.

While Lake Champlain is a fraction of
the size of the Great Lakes, scientists
who focus on the larger lakes can learn

WILSON RING/
APFILE

from the smaller lake, said Greg Boyer,
director of the Great Lakes Research
Consortium, which includes 18 colleges
and universities in New York and nine in
Canada, -

-In many ways Lake Champlain is more
complex than some its larger relatives,
said Boyer, who called Lake Er e, for ex-

; o)
Isn’t the same size a5 the G
morelikea very large Finger Lake,” Boyer
said, referring to the 11 lakesin western
New York.

.-“The. Lake. Champlain. program was
founded in 1999 as a “project” of the Na-

tional Sea Grant College Program, which

was established in 1966 to help maintain
a healt}ly coastal environment and econ-
omy. . . o
The Lake Champlain Program is a co-
operative effort by the University of Ver-
mont and the State University of New
York College at Plattsburgh. The extra
funding will aliow theprogramto expand
to New York, offer educational program
for middle and high school students and
expand partnerships with state and pri
organization, o
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Adam, Kiran Waga
Bak ‘

re their appearance,

We were Jjust talking alittle bit, giggling .. average
volume of foyr teenage girls," sajg member Kiran Wagar,
They were excited aboyt their upcoming July trip to
Minnesota, Where they wil join MicheHe Obarma ang Colin

already begun.
"So, I said 1y 80 0ut and tak to them,” he told deputy

news editor Sasha Goldstein Tuesday. Decelles said he

didn't reafize they were Partof the Program., i sajg to

MGMc believe jt Was racia| profiling. "Thig kind of stuff
happens all the time, ang we're sick of jt,” Wagar said.
The foursome Stayed through dinner ang Performeg

‘I could care if they Were green, reg or bluet! It didn't
matter to me,” Decelles said. They were disturbing the
function, It had nothing to gg Wwith racia/ Profiling, What
kind of bullshit's that? That wouldn't even enter my
thought Process.”

Read the full Story by Goldstejn and Sarj at
Sevenda vt.com: -, . A




